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Medicare’s Physician Performance Reporting Agenda:  Understanding 
Next Steps and Shaping the Future Course 

 

February 28, 2007 
 

Resources & Background Material 
 
Starting in July 2007, Medicare – the largest payer in the US – will be rewarding physicians for 
submitting a standard set of performance measures.   This marks a significant step forward in the 
transparency movement, but it is also only a first step.  Unlike other industries, reporting on 
performance is relatively new in health care and the embryonic state of physician measurement is 
an obstacle to using it to reward physician performance or inform decision-making by consumers 
and purchasers.  Understanding how performance measurement can be shaped in the future to 
collect data as efficiently and comprehensively as possible and the opportunities to promote this 
are key to speeding up the availability of relevant information on physician performance. 
 
This document lists materials and resources that provide general background on the issues as well 
as highlighting the multiple perspectives held by a variety of stakeholders. The presentations are 
copyrighted; if you would like to use information from them please contact the presenter.  
 
Note: Bolded documents were provided to in-person participants.  
  
Presentations – February 28

th
 Discussion Forum 

 

• Overview of Physician Measurement: Opportunities and Obstacles - Peter Lee, Co-Chair 
Consumer-Purchaser Disclosure Project and CEO of Pacific Business Group on Health 

o http://healthcaredisclosure.org/docs/files/DisclosureMedicareMDMeasure.ppt 
 

• Shaping Medicare’s Physician Quality Reporting Initiative - Herb Kuhn, Acting Deputy 
Administrator and Tom Valuck, MD, Director, Special Program Office of Value-Based Purchasing at 
the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) 

o http://healthcaredisclosure.org/docs/files/CMSPQRISummary.ppt 
 

• Building for the Future: Moving to Administrative Sources and Electronic Health Records - 
Marc Overhage, MD, Indiana Health Information Exchange and David Bates, MD, Partners 
HealthCare System 

o http://healthcaredisclosure.org/docs/files/OverhageCMSqualityreporting.ppt 
o http://healthcaredisclosure.org/docs/files/BatesPQRIComments.ppt 
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Medicare/Federal Policy 
 

• Consumer-Purchaser Disclosure Project Comments on Plan to Implement Medicare Hospital 
Value-Based Purchasing, January 24, 2007. 

o http://healthcaredisclosure.org/docs/files/CMSHospitalComments.pdf 
 

• Consumer-Purchaser Disclosure Project Comments on Medicare Physician Payment, August 
2006. 

o http://healthcaredisclosure.org/docs/files/CMSCommentsPhysPayment081816.pdf 
 

• Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services. H.R. 6111, Section 101: Physician Payment and 
Quality Improvement. 

o http://www.cms.hhs.gov/PQRI/Downloads/PQRITaxReliefHealthCareAct.pdf 
 

• Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services. 2007 PQRI Physician Quality Measures. 
o http://www.cms.hhs.gov/PQRI/Downloads/PQRIMeasuresList.pdf 

 

• Joint House-Senate Working Agreement With the AMA, December 16, 2005. 
o http://healthcaredisclosure.org/activities/forums/ 

 

• Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services.  Physician Quality Reporting Initiative (PQRI) Overview. 
o http://www.cms.hhs.gov/PQRI 

 

• Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services.  Strategic Action Plan for 2006 – 2009. 
o http://www.cms.hhs.gov/MissionVisionGoals/Downloads/CMSStrategicActionPlanExecS

ummary06-09_061016.pdf 
 

• Committee on Ways and Means. H.R. 6111, Tax Relief and Health Care Act of 2006. 
o http://waysandmeans.house.gov/ResourceKits.asp?section=2544 

 

• American College of Physician Press Release on PVRP 
o http://www.acponline.org/college/pressroom/cms_pvrp.htm 

 

• MLN Matters. Physician Voluntary Reporting Program (PVRP) Using Quality G-Codes and CPT 
Category II Codes (CPT II Codes) 

o http://www.empiremedicare.com/partb/mm4183.pdf 
 
 
Physician Measurement and/or Electronic Data Collection 
 

• Bates DW. Physicians and Ambulatory Electronic Health Records. Health Affairs 24(5), 2005. 
o http://content.healthaffairs.org/cgi/content/abstract/24/5/1180 (requires subscription for 

full text) 
 

• Terry K. Physician Report Cards: Help, Ho-hum, or Horror? Medical Economics 2006. 
o http://www.memag.com/memag/article/articleDetail.jsp?id=359028 

 

• Consumer-Purchaser Disclosure Project Guidelines for Measurement of Provider Performance. 
Updated September 2006. 

o http://healthcaredisclosure.org/docs/files/MeasurementGuidelines09-2006.pdf 
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• Consumer-Purchaser Disclosure Project Resources & Background Material. Using Electronic Data 
to Assess Physician Quality and Efficiency. September 2006. 

o http://healthcaredisclosure.org/docs/files/DisclosureElectronicDataMtgMaterials092906.
pdf 

• Pacific Business Group on Health & Lumetra. Advancing Physician Performance Measurement: 
Using Administrative Data to Assess Physician Quality and Efficiency. September 2005 

o http://www.pbgh.org/programs/documents/PBGHP3Report_09-01-
05final.pdf#search=%22%22Advancing%20Physician%20Performance%20Measureme
nt%22%22 

 

• AQA-HQA Parameters for Selecting Measures of Physician Performance 
o http://www.aqaalliance.org/files/AQAParametersforSelectingAmbulatoryCare.doc 

 

• AQA Performance Measures Reviewed during January 22, 2007 Meeting 
o http://www.aqaalliance.org/January22Meeting/PerformanceMeasurement/default.htm 

 

• Taylor NE & Eck WB. It’s Time for CMS to Release Physician Medicare Claim Information. 
Managed Care, March 2006 

o http://www.managedcaremag.com/archives/0603/0603.disclosure.html 

• Milstein A. Health Information Technology is a Vehicle, Not a Destination: A Conversation with 
David J. Brailer. Health Affairs 26(2), 2007. 

o http://content.healthaffairs.org/cgi/reprint/hlthaff.26.2.w236v1 
 
 
Physician Payment 
 

• Rosenthal MB & Dudley RA. Pay-for-Performance: Will the Latest Trend Improve Care? 
JAMA 297 (7) 2007. 

o http://jama.ama-assn.org/cgi/content/extract/297/7/740 
 

• Consumer-Purchaser Disclosure Project Resources & Background Material. Provider Payments: 
How They Work, Implications for Cost & Quality, and Creating a Consumer/Purchaser Policy 
Agenda. August 2006. 

o http://healthcaredisclosure.org/docs/files/DisclosureCostMtgMaterials081006.pdf 

• Medicare Payment Advisory Commission.  Payment Basics: Physician Services Payment System.  
September 2006. 

o http://medpac.gov/publications/other_reports/Sept06_MedPAC_Payment_Basics_Physi
cian.pdf 

 
 
 
 
 
 


